
by SHARON RENNARD 
and CATHY SCHULZ

Boy Scouts Mark 
Rennard and 
David Schulz of 

Troop 208 out of Dover 
Congregational United 
Church of Christ in 
Westlake earned their 
Eagle Scout rank on 
May 9.

Mark is currently a 
junior at Westlake High 
School. During his 10 
years in Scouting, Mark 
served in many leadership positions, 
including Senior Patrol Leader, and 
earned 34 merit badges.

Mark’s  Eagle Scout project 
included the construction of a stone 
path at the Westlake United Meth-
odist Church to facilitate moving 
items between the church and an 
historic outbuilding that is used for 
off-season storage. Other facets of the 
project were rebuilding the roof on a 

4’x5’x5’ shed, removal of a small tree 
and removal of overgrown vegetation 
in the project area. 

Thanks to help from 14 other 
scouts, a total of 229 hours were 
donated to improve the WUMC 
grounds. Mark is especially thankful 
to Keith Sherrill of KB Sherrill Con-
struction for excellence in excavating 
the path.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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Westlake seeing 
effects of pandemic 
workforce changes

Two Westlake Scouts earn Eagle rank

by LISA MCDANELS

On a whim, my husband and I bought 
a mason bee house that was on sale 
at a big box store. I am so glad we 

did! The more I read up on mason bees, the 
more fascinated I become. They’re some of 
the world’s best pollinators. 

There are over 200 mason bee species 
globally and 140 species throughout North 
America. Mason bees are related to honey-
bees, but do not produce honey or live in col-
onies. Mason bees acquired their name from 
their habit of building their nests out of mud 
that looks like bricks. They are solitary bees, 
which means that they don’t have workers 
or queens either. These ladies are small but 
mighty and completely independent! Female 
mason bees are responsible for building their 
own nests, scouting and foraging for their 
own food and defending themselves. 

You’re the 
bee's knees
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Bay Village planning Village Green

An architectural rendering of the planned city green, looking west from the Bay Village city hall.
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by KATHRYN KERBER

The City of Bay Village is plan-
ning a Village Green for the 
space between City Hall and 

the new Cuyahoga County Public 
Library branch. The space will be both 
a connecting hub to travel between 
area destinations and a gathering 
space for casual get-togethers and 
planned events.

The city is working on the design 
with HBM Architects, the same firm 

that designed the library, and Deru 
Landscape Architecture is contribut-
ing landscape design.

The plan will include concrete 
walking paths, a central hub and per-
gola, seating, lighting, native plantings, 
and memorials, including the Amy 
Mihaljevic memorial and a possible 
Bay Village veterans memorial. There 
will also be an area for Food Truck 
Friday vendors and visitors.

The layout of the Village Green is 
designed to provide efficient, attractive 

connections between the many popu-
lar nearby features, including Play-in-
Bay, the tennis and basketball courts, 
ball fields, the Family Aquatic Center, 
Dwyer Memorial Senior Center, Bay 
Middle School, and Bay Square. There 
is an additional plan to install a rectan-
gular rapid flashing beacon, or RRFB, 
across Wolf Road to improve safety for 
pedestrians. The RRFB will be similar 
to those at Cahoon and Lake roads and 
Dover Center and Bruce roads.
 See VILLAGE GREEN page 2

Mark Rennard David Schulz

NATURE & ENVIRONMENT

Mason bee houses take up very little 
space and are extremely low maintenance. See MASON BEES page 4

by TARA WENDELL

Mayor Dennis Clough presented his annual 
State of the City address on Tuesday, May 
10, to an engaged group of Westlake resi-

dents at the Community Services Center.
The presentation, sponsored by the Observer, 

included a rundown of the activities of each city 
department over the last year, along with a reason-
ably deep overview of the city’s financials. A trained 
CPA, Clough enjoys the chance to talk numbers and 
highlight Westlake’s strong financial standing.

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough addresses the 
audience at his State of the City presentation.

 See CLOUGH page 4
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David Schulz is currently a senior 
at Westlake High School. During his 11 
years in Scouts, David served in several 
leadership positions, including Den 
Chief, and earned 24 merit badges. 

David’s Eagle Scout project 
involved the designing and building 
of a wooden aluminum can collection 
bin for Westlake Fire Station 1 as a part 
of the Aluminum Cans for Burned 

Children program. The purpose was 
to replace the previous collection bin 
with a sturdier, more weather-resilient 
one. 

From the planning and execution 
of the project, including the much-
appreciated help of 8 other Scouts, a 
total of 119 hours were contributed.

David and Mark would also like 
to thank Troop 208 Scoutmaster Mike 
Rossander, the adult leaders and all of 
the adult volunteers for their support 
of the Troop. 

The Village Green was recommend-
ed in the citywide master plan completed 
by the city and the Cuyahoga County 
Planning Commission in 2016, as part 
of the plan’s vision for “creating a more 
vibrant village center. The city has been 
working toward implementing the rec-
ommendations in that plan, including the 
Safe Routes to School program, mixed-

use zoning overlay, and the upcoming 
bike lanes on Wolf Road.

Now that the library’s footprint has 
been finalized and construction is com-
plete, the Village Green will provide a 
much-needed connector for the area.

The project is expected to cost 
about $500,000. The Bay Village Foun-
dation has already agreed to contribute 
$50,000 towards the project, and other 
donations are pending. The city is also 
pursuing funding from several outside 
sources, including a NatureWorks grant 
from the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources.
Information on this project, the 

citywide master plan, and other city 
planning and construction initiatives 
are available on the city website at www.
cityofbayvillage.com. If you would like 
to learn more about the Village Green 
project or provide feedback, there will be 
a public input meeting on Tuesday, May 
24, at 6:00 p.m. at Bay Village City Hall, 
350 Dover Center Road. You can also 
contact Project Manager Kathryn Kerber 
by phone at 440-899-3412 or email at 
kkerber@cityofbayvillage.com. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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by LYSA STANTON

The Westlake Historical Soci-
ety will host our 50th annual 
Antique, Vintage & Craft Show 

on Sunday, June 5, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
This show originally started in the early 
1970s, and has grown into one of the 
largest shows on Cleveland's west side.

The show is our major fundraiser 
of the year, and helps to cover the 
Clague House Museum expenses like 
utilities and insurance.

The Clague House Museum is 
located at 1371 Clague Road in West-
lake. The outdoor event will include 

a variety of antique, vintage and craft 
vendors, a great food truck, and free 
guided tours of the historic Clague 
House Museum. Although we hope 
it is not needed, the rain date for the 
event is June 12.

Admission is only $4 for adults; 
children under 12 are free. As usual, 
parking is free.

We will have an antique and col-
lectibles appraiser on site between 
noon and 2 p.m. to appraise your heir-
looms and collectibles.

Vendors wishing to be a part of the 
show should call 216-848-0680. Spaces 
are limited. 

Westlake Historical Society announces 
Antique, Vintage & Craft Show

A conceptual plan of the Bay Village city green.
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SCOUTS from front page    

Thanks to all of our advertisers.
 You keep us humming along!



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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by DR. SCOTT GOGGIN 
Superintendent, 
Westlake City School District

In the coming days, our seniors will 
be walking across the stage in their 
caps and gowns to accept their diplo-

mas and leave their high school careers 
behind. Some will head to college, while 
others will start careers or embark on 
different adventures of their own. After 
graduation, no matter their direction, they 
will be moving with purpose, just as they 
always have. 

At Westlake, our students maintain a 
sense of purpose throughout their careers 
as learners, confronting challenges with 
grace and keeping their minds focused on 
their goals. This sense of purpose is pres-
ent outside of the classroom, as students 
navigate their everyday lives. 

Westlake students demonstrate pur-
pose by setting and committing to future 
goals and pursuing them continuously. 
They display determination in all aspects 
of life and make decisions that help them 
achieve self-fulfillment. 

When we live our lives with purpose, 
we make plans and put them into action. 
We find inspiration in the world around 
us and follow our dreams. We have faith 

in the process when we have a purpose 
because we know we will keep moving 

forward no matter the obstacles. 
A sense of purpose gives us a feel-

ing of hope and a direction to travel in. It 
helps us navigate new situations and face 
uncertainties with confidence. A sense 
of purpose pushes us to keep going and 
try new things. It opens our minds and 
informs our decision-making.  

As our seniors enter this next exciting 
phase of their lives, they will be taking the 
lessons they’ve learned at Westlake. 

They are now prepared to be lifelong 
learners, moving through the world as 
globally minded, resilient, emotionally 
intelligent, innovative, and balanced indi-
viduals. They are strong communicators 
with integrity and a true sense of purpose.

As a society, we often talk about 
“finding” our purpose. Over time, many 
of us discover that the idea of “purpose” 
is more complex than we initially thought. 
While having a purpose is about discover-
ing passions, it’s also about being open 
to growth, giving back to others, working 
toward goals and practicing gratitude for 
all we have. 

After graduation, I hope our West-
lake students will continue to discover, 
learn and grow, embracing their current 
purpose and finding new ones. My wish 
for them is that they always pursue their 
dreams assuredly and without fear.

I am incredibly proud of their 
achievements, and I know their families 
and teachers share in that pride. I hope 
the students themselves take a moment 
to reflect on their many accomplishments. 
I look forward to seeing all they will con-
tinue to accomplish as they purposefully 
leave their marks on this world. Congratu-
lations to the Class of 2022! 

Rotary announces special guests 
for Westlake Art Festival
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Come Meet Your New Best Friends at 
Towne Center Independent Living Apartments

Take a dip in our indoor pool. Get active in our �tness gym. Be social in our clubhouse.
Because the rest of your life should be the best of your life.

 • All-Inclusive:
Housekeeping Services | Continental Breakfast | Local Transportation

• Custom Apartment Decor Options
• In-suite Washer/Dryer

Sprenger Health Care Towne Center
Independent Living Clubhouse

200 Community Drive, Avon Lake, Ohio 44012
www.SprengerHealthCare.com

DEMON DISPATCH

Class of 2022 
finishes school 
career with 
purpose

 WESTLAKE/BAY VILLAGE ROTARY CLUB

by MICHAEL O'DONNELL

The Westlake-Bay Village Rotary 
Club is again hosting the Westlake 
Art Festival on Saturday, July 30, 

in the green space on the campus of the 
Westlake Porter Public Library.

There will be a special ribbon-cut-
ting kickoff at 10:00 am with Westlake’s 
own local morning radio personally Jen 
Touhey from Star 102.1, who will officially 
open the 2022 Festival. 

“Jen was a huge hit last year and a 
hometown fan favorite celebrity and we 
are honored to have her open our festival 
again this year” said Joe Kraft, Rotary Art 
Festival chairman.

The Art Festival will also feature 
Cleveland artist Shaun Kinley. Shaun 
is famous for his Cleveland skylines, 
cityscapes, bridg-
es, and sports 
acrylic impres-
sions on canvass. 
Shaun has dem-
onstrated over 28 
years of passion 
and creativity in 
his artwork and 
will have several 
original paintings 
as the 2022 fea-
tured artist. Other 
artists are encour-
aged to join the 
festival and fill out 

an application while high profile booth 
space is still available at westlakebayvil-
lagerotaryartfest.com. 

This one-day rain or shine family 
friendly event has something for every-
one including live music, food trucks, a 
beer and wine garden, balloons for kids, 
and plenty of free parking.

In addition to the festival, the West-
lake Kiwanis is also hosting a pancake 
breakfast for early birds from 8-10 a.m. 
next door to the library at Westlake 
Elementary School. Early art lovers are 
encouraged to have a pancake breakfast 
for a goodwill donation before walking 
over to the Art Festival.

For more information about the 
Rotary Art Festival, artists, patrons 
and sponsors may contact Joe Kraft at 
josephkraft@gmail.com. 
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MASON BEES       from 
front page    
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St. Raphael Church: Maintenance Worker Position
Full-time, 2nd shift, Mon-Fri, 2:30-10:30 p.m. 

Previous experience a plus. 
Must be a self-starter: oversee activities on 2nd shift, 

general custodial cleaning, maintenance repairs, setup and 
teardown for church and school events, snow removal. 
Contact Keith Benya: kbenya@saintraphaelparish.com

by ERIC EAKIN

Students in Mrs. Cathy 
Bogart's second-grade 
class at Normandy 

School in Bay Village, aided by 
a few moms, held a cookie sale 
recently to raise money for the 
Bay Village Historical Society. 
As part of the unit on Bay Vil-
lage history, all second-grade 
students tour the Rose Hill 
Museum in Cahoon Memorial 
Park, and this fundraiser was 

part of that curricula.
Historical society presi-

dent Cathy Flament and trea-
surer Eric Eakin recently visited 
the class to gratefully accept 
their $150 donation.

"We cannot thank you 
enough for this wonderful 
donation," Flament told the 
class. "We sincerely appreciate 
your efforts, and look forward 
to having you visit our museum 
soon and learning more about 
local history.”  Mrs. Cathy Bogart's second-grade class at Normandy School raised $150 for the historical society.

Students raise funds      
for historical society

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021WBVO

Randolph L. Knavel, Attorney at Law
• Retirement Income Planning
• Wills & Living Trusts  -  Powers of Attorney
• Social Security and Elder Law Questions
• Long Term Care Planning - In-Home Appts.
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake 
Call (440) 946-5155 to schedule an appt.

Protect and Preserve Your Retirement Nest Egg

When I tell people we have mason bees, they always 
ask, “Aren’t you afraid you’ll get stung?” That makes me 
laugh – they are not aggressive at all! If you do get stung, 
shame on you! You’d have to practically squeeze them 
before they would sting you and, even if she did, it’s less 
painful than a mosquito bite. As with other bees, the 
drones don’t have stingers.

Mason bees are extremely active. In fact, a single 
mason bee can pollinate as much as 100 honeybees 
can. The reason they are such excellent and valuable 
pollinators is that a honey bee will carefully store pollen 
in a pollen basket on their hind legs; whereas these 
ladies roll all around in pollen which sticks to their fur to 
collect as much as possible. They’re some of the busiest 
bees you can find, visiting almost 2,000 flowers in one 
single day!

Taking care of mason bees is incredibly easy and 
requires almost no effort at all. Mason bees are native 
bees, so unlike honeybees, there’s no need to buy them. 
You pretty much hang up the bee house and let the mason 
bees come to you. We hang our mason bee house on the 
back of the house underneath the eave. It’s important to 
locate the house away from the ground and preferably 
facing southeast. This gives them optimal sunshine on 
spring mornings, but guards them against it in the afternoon. 
Mason bees cannot regulate their own temperatures, and you 
don’t want them to overheat. Our bee house faces directly 
east and they’re doing just fine. 

The first year, we had about 6 holes filled in our bee 
house. The next year, practically EVERY hole was filled and 
we even bought a second, larger bee house for them. It turns 
out that mason bees will rapidly flock to a favorable area. In 
late fall, we just store it in the garage and take it back out in 
mid-March. They hibernate in winter and it’s fun to watch 
the next generation emerge in spring. 

In nature, mason bees are cavity-nesting bees. This 
means that they build their nests in existing holes, cracks, 
crevices, tunnels or other gaps in walls, hollows and even 
empty snail shells. They might even settle in abandoned 
tunnels created by other insects or animals. The mason bee 
houses are the perfect prefab home for them!

A mason bee will lay her female eggs at the back of the 
nest, and her males toward the front. This is the reason why 
the males emerge first. She creates sections within the tube, 
first collecting pollen and placing it in the tube, then they lay 
an egg. Following this, she sections it off with mud. Then she 
fills the next section with pollen, lays an egg and more mud. 

She repeats this pollen, egg, mud pattern until the tube is 
filled (about five to six eggs). A female will lay around 15 to 
20 eggs in her lifetime.

A few days after an egg is laid, the larva hatches and 
spends about 10 days eating the nectar and pollen inside its 
nesting cell. Once it’s finished, it spins a cocoon and pupates 
within the cell, wherein it grows into an adult by the end of 
the summer. It stays in the cocoon throughout the winter and 
emerges in the early spring. Male mason bees emerge first. A 
few days later, the females follow. They almost immediately 
mate and, within three to four days, begin preparing for the 
next generation of mason bees. 

Male mason bees only live for about two weeks and 
females make it to six weeks. There’s generally only one gen-
eration of mason bees up and running at a time.

As you can tell, we really enjoy our mason bees! They 
have such a huge impact on the environment and are so 
important in the pollination process responsible for a lot of 
our food. And, let me just say, there’s a reason the saying is 
“busy as a bee” – these ladies work from sunup to sunset! So, 
next time you see a mason bee house for sale (or not) pick 
one up and find the right spot on your house for it. Sit back 
and be prepared for a great show. 

This little mason bee is busy at work building her nest!
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As he does every year, Clough praised 
the city’s sizable business community, 
the diversity of which has become more 
important as the lingering effects of the 
pandemic alter the workforce. But he also 
acknowledged that the changing land-
scape has the city’s attention.

Many employers, including two of 
Westlake’s largest – Hyland and Ameri-
can Greetings – have seen an increase 
in employees working from home, thus 
reducing the income tax revenue the city 
collects.

“There’s a different environment at 
this point in time, a lot of the employees 
are working from home. I think there’s 
going to be a different environment as we 
go forward,” Clough said. “We should be 
concerned about it because the majority of 
the revenues for the City of Westlake comes 
from income tax, not property tax.”

Since 2019, the annual growth in West-
lake’s income tax revenue has been less 
than 1 percent, an appreciable difference 
from the previous 15 years when growth 
never dipped below 4 percent per year, and 
sometimes was as high as 8 percent.

“These last fews years it’s been pretty, 
pretty flat,” Clough said. “We may have 
reached our peak when it comes to growth 
as far as our income tax revenues, so we 
have to be careful about it but we monitor 
it on a regular basis.”

It helps that Westlake is sitting on a 
healthy $57 million rainy day fund which, 
the mayor said, helps the city “ride out 
the ebbs and flows” of the economy and 
continue moving forward with planned 
improvements.

“It allows us to do capital projects – 
one-time type of things – where you can pay 
from the general fund and you don’t have 
to worry about it recurring each and every 
year. That’s how we’re able to do some of 
these improvements that need to be done.”

Visit cityofwestlake.org to view a 
recording of the State of the City address. 

CLOUGH           
from front page    
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by BOB EMMERICH

The Knickerbocker Senior Apartments will 
be holding a grand re-opening ceremony 
at 27100 Knickerbocker Road in Bay Vil-

lage on Thursday, May 26, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. 
This event will celebrate the major renovations 
that took place between 2018 and 2020.

During reconstruction all the apartments 
were remodeled with new kitchens and bath-
rooms, all safety and mechanical systems 
were replaced, and the common areas greatly 
expanded. Additionally, 42 of the studio units 
were converted into 21 large one-bedroom 
apartments, eight of which are fully handi-
capped accessible.

“We are pleased with the completion of the 
$11,000,000 renovation that has transformed 
the Knickerbocker apartments now and for the 
future. The renovation doubled first floor space 
which provides a variety of opportunities for resi-
dents to develop a stronger community within 
the building,” said Jay Magee, President of the 
Bay Interfaith Housing board of trustees.

Bay Village city officials will participate 
in the re-opening ceremony, which will be an 
open house with tours of the first-floor common 
areas and displays of the renovated apartments, 
catered food, and a performance by the Bay Vil-
lage Community Band. The event is open to the 
community.

The Knickerbocker is an eight story, 148-
unit residential property for seniors age 62 
and over, with 50% realizing rental subsidies. 
The project was conceived in 1968 by four Bay 
Village churches to provide quality affordable 
housing for the city’s seniors, as well as enrich-
ing their lives with a senior center for activi-
ties and fellowship. Those four churches (Bay 
Methodist, Bay Presbyterian, Bethesda on the 
Bay Lutheran, and St. Barnabas Episcopal, now 
Christ Church Westshore Anglican) formed Bay 
Interfaith Housing Corporation (BIH), a non-
profit corporation to construct, own and oper-
ate the property.

At the time, it was considered controver-
sial to construct an 8-story, subsidized hous-
ing project in a bedroom community like Bay 
Village. However, with the support of the City 
Council and city administration, voters passed 
a referendum to approve zoning regulations to 
allow the project. The building was completed in 1972 
and has been home to several thousand seniors over the 
last 50 years.  In 1994 the BIH Board engaged LSC Service 
Corporation of Lakewood to manage the operations of 
the Knickerbocker. LSC also owns or manages five other 
senior apartment properties in the area.

In order to 
undertake a project 
of this magnitude, 
BIH partnered with 
PIRHL of Cleve-
land, who was the 
developer and gen-
eral contractor for 
the project, as well 
as being a limited 
equity partner. The reno-
vation was challenging 
as the Knickerbocker 
maintained operations 
throughout the con-
struction to minimize 
disruption and displace-

ment of the residents. 
I m p r o v e m e n t s 

included enclosing the open-air central atrium, which 
greatly expanded the common area space. This allowed 
for the expansion of resident amenities including an exer-
cise room, medical clinic, social worker office, media 
room, game room, dining hall and expanded laundry 
room.

“It was truly an honor to join this esteemed team 
in the renovation and substantial improvement of this 
incredibly important affordable housing asset. We’re 
proud to be a part of Knickerbocker’s legacy of enrichen-
ing the lives of area seniors,” said David Burg, President 
of Development and founder of PIRHL.

In addition to a FHA insured loan with KeyBank, 
the renovations were made financially feasible by an 
$11,000,000 award of Federal Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credits through the Ohio Housing Finance Agency to 
the Knickerbocker in 2017. KeyBank purchased the tax 
credits and provided the construction financing for the 
project. Additional financing was provided by the Ohio 
Housing Finance Agency, the Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Cincinnati and by Cuyahoga County. 

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

“Preserving the Character of 
our City” is the theme for the 
May 19 Bay Village Historical 

Society potluck program.
Guest speaker Carol Starre-Kmiecik 

will present a one-woman show about 
Dorothy Fuldheim, the well-known 
Cleveland newscaster and journalist. The 
event, held at the Bay Lodge on Bradley 
Road in Bay Village, begins with a social 
at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

and program at 7 p.m.
The main dish, a variety of mini sand-

wiches, will be provided by the historical 
society. Attendees with last names begin-
ning with A through L should bring an 
appetizer or dessert for 10 to share. Those 
with last names beginning with M through 
Z should bring a side dish. All attendees 
should bring their own place setting and 
beverage. There will be a $10 charge at the 
door for non-members of the historical 
society. RSVP to Pam Ebert at 216-789-
1272 or blinglady17@gmail.com. 

Knickerbocker Apartments to hold grand re-opening ceremony
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contact 

Potluck program highlights 
‘Preserving the Character of our City’

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SENIOR LIVING

The Knickerbocker Senior Apartments in Bay Village.

The new game room at the Knickerbocker.

ADA-compliant bathrooms were 
part of the renovation.

A typical resident suite in the Knickerbocker. 

Bright skylines illuminate the interior.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public Library’s 
late May 2022 calendar of events. All programs 
are subject to change. Please check westlake-
library.org or follow the library on Facebook 
and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest 
updates.

Wednesday, May 18 (2-3 p.m.) Wednes-
day Book Discussion – This month’s title is 
"The Golden Cage" by Camilla Lackberg. Please 
register.

Wednesday, May 18 (4-5 p.m.) Every-
BODY Dance Now! – Dance is for everyone 
and every-body! Enjoy dancing to popular 
music at this inclusive program. Ages 8-13. 
This program will encourage gross motor move-
ments. This program is led by a librarian, not a 
therapist and is not a substitute for music or 
other therapy.

Wednesday, May 18 (7-8 p.m.) Cookbook 
Discussion – Join us as we share recipes from 
"The Forest Feast Mediterranean" by Erin 
Gleeson. This book is available to download 
on Hoopla Digital. Pick a dish from the book 
to share with a group of 15. Please register, and 
email your selection or any questions to Victo-
ria Vogel (victoria.vogel@westlakelibrary.org) 
by May 13. We’ll meet to share our dishes and 
discuss any changes we would have made.

Wednesday, May 18 (7-7:30 p.m.) and Sat-
urday, May 21 (10:30-11 a.m.) Family Story-
time – Join us for rhymes, songs and play! For 
families with children ages 2-6. Siblings are 
welcome. Please register.

Thursday, May 19 (10-11:30 a.m.) Com-
puter Basics & Introduction to North-
star – Learn how to turn on a computer, use a 
mouse, go online, and access Northstar Digital 
Literacy for self-paced online learning. Please 
register.

Friday, May 20 and Saturday, May 28 (11-
11:45 a.m.) Adapted Storytime – Join us for 
this storytime designed for children who may 
not be successful in a typical storytime. Content 
is geared toward ages 3-7 years. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Sunday, May 22 (2-3 p.m.) Bicycle 
Friendly Driver's Training – Drivers and 
soon-to-be drivers will learn about common 
crash scenarios, navigating bicycle infrastruc-

ture and cyclist behaviors in order to share 
the road safely. For teens and adults. Please 
register.

Monday, May 23 (1-7 p.m.) American 
Red Cross Bloodmobile

Tuesday, May 24 (10-11:30 a.m.) Micro-
soft Excel & Introduction to Northstar – 
Learn the basics of Microsoft Excel, and how to 
access Northstar Digital Literacy for self-paced 
online learning. Please register.

Wednesday, May 25 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Dis-
covery Box Sign Up – Register for WPPL’s 
personalized subscription box service. Here’s 
how it works: 1. Register beginning May 18. 
Make sure to include an email address. 2. We’ll 
email you a survey to fill out. 3. Based on your 
answers, we’ll prepare a personalized Discov-
ery Box that is catered to your specific taste. 
Each box will include a book, a mystery snack 
and a few other surprises. Pick Up your box 
June 1-4.

Wednesday, May 25 (7-8 p.m.) Adult Cre-
ative Writing Group – Join us in person for 
an hour of creative writing prompts to inspire 
you to start and keep writing. Creativity is more 
than putting pen to paper. It’s about breaking 
away and trying something new! Please register.

Thursday, May 26 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) Roblox 
Arcade (Virtual) – Love Roblox? We have 
some private servers set up for Tweens in 
grades 4-6 to hang out with their friends and 
enjoy some of the most popular games via 
Zoom. Please register.

Friday, May 27 (4-4:45 p.m.) Fun Science 
Friday: Fish of the Ocean – Join Mrs. K as 
we explore the science of sharks and other fish 
in the ocean. Discoveries will be made through 
hands-on experiments, active participation and 
a simple take-home project. Ages 4-6, up to 
Kindergarten.

Saturday, May 28 (2:15-3:30 p.m.) Kids 
in the Kitchen – Learn basic cooking and 
measurement with simple recipes for kids with 
disabilities and their typical peers. Tasting or 
sampling is not required. If you have an allergy 
or dietary concerns, please contact Youth Ser-
vices at 440-250-5471. Ages 8-12.

Sunday, May 29 and Monday, May 30 – 
Library Closed in observance of Memo-
rial Day.

To register for any of the programs, please 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
late May calendar of events

by JEFF BING

It was the late 1980s, the Browns had 
just suffered a third heartbreaking 
AFC Championship game loss in 

four years to John Elway and the Denver 
Broncos, and my brother-in-law Randy 
and I were trying to pick up emotional 
pieces of our broken hearts that were 
strewn – coincidentally enough, in the 
form of adult beverage cans – across one 
of our living rooms.

One of us said, “We’re never going to 
get to the Super Bowl, are we?”

Although this clearly had to be one 
of the ultimate rhetorical questions in 
the history of sports – at least in Cleve-
land – the other deep thinker in the room 
nodded without hesitation, and replied, 
“Nope.”

It’s hard to believe that this profound 
in-depth conversation took place almost 
35 years ago. It’s no longer hard to believe 
that we actually knew what we were talk-
ing about.

Little did we know at the time that 
half a decade later, Art Modell, reviled 
in Cleveland as the worst owner in the 
history of the Browns (not exactly going 
out on a limb making that statement as 
Modell, who had purchased the team 
in the early '60s and soon fired the best 
coach in the history of Cleveland, Paul 
Brown, before eventually moving the 
franchise to Baltimore in the mid-90s). 
I mean, what was not to dislike about 
Uncle Artie?

Incredibly, Randy and I weren’t done 
predicting the future, with accuracy so 
powerful that Nostradamus himself 

would turn green with envy at our col-
lective prowess.

The Browns returned to the NFL in 
1999 with an expansion team. The owner 
of the expansion Browns, Al Lerner, was 
not at the helm very long before passing 
away, which left the team in the hands of 
Lerner’s son, Randy.

As it turned out Randy was much 
more into soccer than he was football, 
and it showed. In the 10-plus years the 
Lerners owned the Browns, the team was 
awful – and those were the good years.

In or around 2012, Jimmy Haslam 
bought the Cleveland Browns.

Upon hearing the news, Randy and I 
talked football with renewed enthusiasm, 
because even though we knew little about 
Haslam, the Lerner train wreck was so 
bad, we concurred unanimously that the 
new owner “couldn’t do any worse” than 
the yokel he was replacing.

Are we good, or what?
Okay, so maybe we were off a little on 

that one. Nobody’s perfect, right?

In Haslam’s 10 years as owner, the 
Browns have averaged a record of 5-11. 
Per year. For 10 years!

Haslam’s trademark as owner has 
been impulse moves. He’s hired and fired 
with such regularity that it’s contributed 
to many a fan’s irregularity.

Unfortunately, the Deshaun Watson 
deal reeks of spontaneity. They should 
have gotten rid of Baker Mayfield before 
the Watson deal as they will now get little 
or no return for a first-round quarterback 
– yet we paid through the nostrils for one 
who may be in the slammer when the 
season begins.

I spoke with Randy shortly after the 
Watson deal. We talked about our “never 
making it to the Super Bowl” prediction 
and agreed that it was only the frustration 
talking almost 35 years ago.

The sad thing is that now, in the after-
math of the Watson trade, we’re more 
convinced about the lack of Browns’ long-
term success than we were three and a 
half decades ago. 

Hey … we were only joking!
SPORTING VIEWS

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Standards for inclusion on 
the prestigious Best Com-
munities for Music Edu-

cation list have increased con-
sistently over the last 20 years, 
but the Bay Village City School 
District has once again been 
honored for its exemplary music 
program. First recognized with 
the distinction in 2003 – and each 
year since – Bay Village Schools is 
among just 738 districts nation-
wide, and 47 Ohio school dis-
tricts, identified for this honor by 
the National Association of Music 
Merchants (NAMM) Foundation 
for 2022.

The distinction takes on 
added significance again this year 
since music education – perhaps 
more than any other school sub-
ject – is most affected by pandem-
ic protocol that includes masking 
and social distancing.

“Music isn’t a class. For Bay 
Village Schools, it is our joy, and it 
is essential to who we are as a dis-
trict,” said Char Shryock, Interim 
Superintendent for Bay Village 
Schools. “This award shows why 
music is a part of the lives of so 
many of our students.”

Music instructors at the Bay 
Village City School District are: 
Darren Allen (Bay High School 
instrumental music); Mark Awad 
(Bay Middle School instrumen-
tal music); Dr. E. James Kotora Jr. 
(Normandy Elementary School 
music); Allison Turnbull (West-
erly Elementary School music); 
Devon Gess (Bay High School 
vocal music); Dr. Ann Gilbert 
(Westerly Elementary School 
instrumental music); Andrew 
Novak (Bay Middle School vocal 
music); and Carrie Singler (Bay 

Middle School and Bay High 
School instrumental music).

Districts who wish to be 
evaluated and considered for the 
Best Communities for Music Edu-
cation distinction must complete 
a detailed survey about funding, 
graduation requirements, music 
class participation, instruction 
time, facilities, support for the 
music program, certification of 
instructors and other relevant 
factors about their music educa-
tion programs. Examples of how 
music teachers collaborate on 
lessons and activities with regular 
classroom teachers must also be 
provided. Responses are verified 
with school officials and reviewed 
by The Music Research Institute 
at the University of Kansas.

"The 2022 Best Communi-
ties for Music Education is an 
opportunity to celebrate music 
programs and honors the resil-
ience and dedication to keeping 
music as part of a well-rounded 
education as we all adapt to a 
new educational landscape," 
said Christopher Johnson of the 
Music Research Institute at the 
University of Kansas. “If there 
was one common theme to be 
taken from all submissions, it’s 
that schools and districts found 
ways to sustain music education 
and student engagement in even 
the most challenging of circum-
stances.” 

Bay Village Schools 
honored for exemplary 
music program
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Do you enjoy doing a thorough 
spring cleaning in your home? 
Many people enjoy clearing 

stuff out of their home in the spring and 
giving it a good cleaning before summer 
arrives. I want to offer suggestions that 
will help you dispose of unwanted items 
in an environmentally friendly way.

The No. 1 thing you should think 
about when wanting to get rid of things 
is if they are in good enough condition 
for donating. Donating used items keeps 
them out of the landfill, and also helps 
people with limited means. When look-
ing to get rid of used clothing, toys, fur-
niture, housewares, shoes, books, small 
appliances, etc., please make sure you 
donate what you can.

There are many services that will 
come pick up your items from your 
house, such as AMVETS, Easter Seals 
and Volunteers of America. It is easy to 
Google these organizations and check 
their websites for how to set up a pick-up 
at your home. Donations are also tax-
deductible so keep track of how many 
bags you are donating and their esti-
mated value. 

Another great way to get rid of items 
in an environmentally friendly way is to 
use the Bay Village Freecycle Facebook 
page. This is a Facebook page that gives 
you an opportunity to sell or give away 

pretty much anything, and it’s super easy 
to use. It is a private group, so you have 
to request to join. On the page at any 
given time you can find items such as 
T-shirts, shoes, strollers, furniture, floor-
ing, and even appliances (and everything 
in between). Another popular Facebook 
page for selling items is Bay Village 
ReSale and Home Decor.

Different from the Bay Village 
Freecycle Facebook page is The Freecy-
cle Network (www.freecycle.org). The 
Freecycle Network is a world-wide non-
profit organization dedicated to keeping 
stuff out of landfills by offering an outlet 
for people to give (and get) things for 
free. You can go on the website and reg-
ister, and then you are able to see what’s 
available in your area and post items you 
no longer want.

A few years ago we had some work 
done on our home and I had some doors 
and windows that we did not have use for 
anymore. I posted them on freecycle.org 
and everything was picked up. I just left 
the stuff on my front porch for pick-up. If 
you have something that you are not able 
to get rid of using the Bay Village Freecy-
cle Facebook page, I guarantee you can 
find a place for them using freecycle.org. 

Are you remodeling or replacing 
windows? Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
will accept many different items such 
as building supplies, trash containers, 
furniture, windows, doors, cabinets, light 

fixtures, sinks, tubs, showers, plumbing/
electric/HVAC, lumber, and full rolls of 
wallpaper. Please do not bring mattress-
es, paint or clothing. For a full list of what 
is accepted, please check clevelandhabi-
tat.org/restore/donations. 

Do you have things that you think 
are not worthy of donating or selling, 
such as socks with holes or very worn 
clothing? Broken toys? Worn backpacks 
or a broken coffeemaker?  Shoes that 
are falling apart? Yes, there is a place for 
these and it’s not the trash! Residents 
of Bay Village and Westlake are able to 
place all of these unwanted items in their 
Simple Recycling bags that have been 
provided to every household.

It is estimated that 85 percent of 
clothing does not get donated or recy-
cled, it gets trashed. Simple Recycling 
helps us keep these items out of land-
fills. If you do not know where your bags 
are or would like a full listing of what 
Simple Recycling will take, please visit 
simplerecycling.com. Personally, I keep 
a Simple Recycling bag in my hall closet 
at all times, so when I find items in my 
house that are no longer wanted (such as 
the socks with holes, etc.), I place them in 
the bag. When the bag is full, I schedule a 
time for Simple Recycling to pick it up on 
their website and I put it on the tree lawn.   

Lastly, there are many other ways 
to keeps things out of the trash, such as 
selling them on Craigslist, having a yard/
garage sale, and dropping off at Goodwill 
or Salvation Army. Anything you do that 
keeps stuff out of the landfill makes a big 
difference for keeping our world beauti-
ful! Each of us makes a difference. 

by MELY SATO

The Center for Aging in the Digi-
tal World ("TheCenter"), a non-
profit organization empowering 

seniors with digital literacy, will pres-
ent its 6th annual "Living in the Digital 
World Senior Expo" on Thursday, May 
26, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  at the Don 
Umerley Civic Center in Rocky River. 
TheCenter is converting the civic cen-
ter's halls into a learning lab for the day 
with showcases in the main hall and up 
to 30-minute presentations in the pre-
sentation hall. Come join us!

Have you been thinking about start-

ing to use technology?
Tak Sato, co-founder of TheCenter, 

will cover the overall benefits of digi-
tal literacy at 9:30 a.m. What is differ-
ent and special this year is that seniors 
who completed the nonprofit's Discover 
Digital Literacy! program will show 
fellow senior attendees how they keep 
connected even during a pandemic. 
See for yourself how easy it is to attend 
a church service, for example, through 
Zoom meetings.  

Are you currently using technology 
and ready to learn more, like what is a 
"podcast" and how to access it?

Radio host Trapper Jack will talk 

about podcasts at 11:15 a.m.
Am I being scammed? Something 

just didn't feel right…
Pick up tips from co-presenters Tak 

and the Rocky River Police Department on 
how to minimize becoming a scam victim. 
The presentation starts at 12:30 p.m.

Do you want to request a prescrip-
tion refill, communicate with your doctor, 
and manage your health information 
in one place using Cleveland Clinic's 
"MyChart"?

The experts from the Cleveland 
Clinic MyChart team will show you how, 
starting at 10:15 a.m. The team will also 
be in the main hall to help you set up 
your MyChart account.

It is truly an event like no other. 
Subject matter experts, starting with 
TheCenter's own Tak, Cleveland Clinic's 
MyChart team, Cleveland radio host 

Trapper Jack, Kelsey of Getting Genki 
Fitness who will lead a senior-friendly 
exercise that you can partake in (start-
ing at noon), and the Rocky River Police 
Department, will be there.

In addition, Westlake Porter Public 
Library will be there and the expo favor-
ite Emma, from the Rocky River Public 
Library, returns this year to share her 
expertise and answer questions on 
genealogy.

If you are a senior, aging-in-place, 
living in a retirement community, or 
living with your loved ones, there's 
something for you at this year's expo. 
Each attendee will also receive one free 
raffle ticket to test your luck on winning 
one of the two media streamers or the 
grand prize of a tablet.

For more information, visit empow-
erseniors.org/expo. 

Digital literacy expo returns May 26

Please proofread.

CLIP & SAVE

THURSDAY MARKET
LOCAL FOOD, WELLNESS & ART
JUNE 9 thru OCT. 16 • 4 - 7 pm

ART & MUSIC FESTIVAL
JUNE 18, SATURDAY • 10 am - 4 pm

3rd THURSDAYS at the MARKET
JUNE 16, JULY 21, AUG 18 • 10 am - 4 pm
Family Fun- & activities behind the caboose  
Sponsored by Friends of BAYarts 

CONCERT SERIES • 7 - 9 PM
Concessions & libations for purchase 

JUNE 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . School of Rock
JUNE 26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  HooDoo BBQ
JULY 10  . .Cleveland Shakespeare Festival
                       Hamlet, curtain 7 pm
JULY 17  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Auld Pitch
JULY 24  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alla Boara
JULY 31 . . Ray McNiece’s Tongue in Groove
AUG 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cloud9Cle 
AUG 14  . . Wish Queen w/ Grace Sullivan
AUG 21  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . China Grove
AUG 28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OMF
               Details www.bayarts.net

SENIOR LIVING

C E L E B R A T I N G  5 0  Y E A R S  ∙  19 61 -2 0 1 1

y ester day liv es today, for tomor row

Westlake
Historical
Society

Clague House Museum 
1371 Clague Road

$4.00 Admission, kids 12 and under free
Food truck, Item appraisals 12-2 p.m.

Over 40 booths 
Free Parking

50TH ANNUAL
ANTIQUE, VINTAGE 

& CRAFT SHOW
Sunday, June 5
9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

WHS-Antique Show 2022.indd   1WHS-Antique Show 2022.indd   1 5/13/22   10:54 AM5/13/22   10:54 AM

 by JIM POTTER

The Bay Village American Legion Post #385, 
plans to conduct a flag retirement ceremony 
on Friday, June 10, as part on their annual Flag 

Day celebration. The ceremony will take place at the 
post home, 695 Cahoon Road in Westlake at 6:00 p.m.

Citizens may bring old, torn and faded flags and 
deposit them at any time in the red and white box, 
American Flag Collection Bin, located at the post front door.

The ceremony is conducted in accordance with American Legion protocol 
and visitors to witness the retirement are welcome.

Each year the legion retires over 300-400 American flags at either Flag Day 
or Veterans Day.

Flags used at burials and to mark graves can only be used once and must be 
retired after use. This accounts for the large number of flags used at cemeteries. 
Several cemeteries bring used flags to the Legion for proper retirement. 

Flags may be deposited in the 
collection box outside American 
Legion Post #385 on Cahoon Road.

Bay Legion plans flag retirement ceremony for Flag Day

Spring cleaning the green way
THE GREEN REPORT
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by NANCY TRAINER

The Bay Village Women's Club 
Foundation has awarded scholar-
ships to 7 Bay High School 2022 

graduates of $2,500 each. One scholar-
ship is a memorial to Shirley LeMay, a past 
Club member and officer, who worked for 
the City of Bay Village for 25 years as a staff 
accountant.

Club members met the students at 
its annual Honors for Scholars Luncheon 
at the Cleveland Yachting Club on April 
28, after a 2-year hiatus due to COVID. 

Each scholarship recipient announced 
his or her college and major area of study.

Erin Cho plans to major in political 
science, pre-law at DePaul University in 
Chicago. In between stints as a class offi-
cer and captain of the tennis team, Erin 
belonged to Key Club and several other 
service organizations.

Jonathan Douglas’ future is look-
ing up – literally. Meteorology will be 
his major at the University of Oklahoma. 
Jonathan’s diverse talents included cross 
country, chamber orchestra and Thespian 
Society.

Josh Dwyer is looking at a career in 
biomedical engineering at Purdue Uni-
versity. Josh competed on the tennis 
team, played in the marching band, sang 
A Capella, participated in the Thespian 
Society, and more.

Norah Hamil plans on a business 
major at The Ohio State University. Norah 
achieved Eagle Scout rank while also par-
ticipating in Key Club, Film Club, March-
ing/Symphonic Band and varsity track.

Linden Ifft will study business at 
The Ohio State University. Linden was 
President of Bay’s National Honor Soci-

ety, Captain of the Track and Field Team, 
Vice President of Student Council, and a 
member of the Rockettes.

Jennie Koomar plans to major in 
communications sciences and disorders 
at Ohio University. Jennie achieved Eagle 
Scout rank, was a class officer, partici-
pated in Thespians, and volunteered at 
the Police Athletic League and the Village 
Project.

Rachel Leighliter intends to major 
in commercial music performance and 
entrepreneurship at Tiffin University. 
Rachel was President of Thespians, an offi-
cer in Students for Diversity, a member of 
Choraleers and a volunteer for the Police 
Athletic League. 
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 
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are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 
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MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions are 
gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to get 

involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899

Bay Women's Club awards 7 scholarships

Norah Hamil, Joshua Dwyer, Linden Ifft, Rachel Leighliter, Erin Cho, Jonathan Douglas and Jennifer Koomar 
received Bay Women's Club scholarships.
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Do you have a good news 
story about Westlake or 

Bay Village? 
Become an Observer 

and share it with 
the community at: 
wbvobserver.com/

members.

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!

JOIN OVER 1,300 
CITIZEN WRITERS 
Take pride in your 

community; 
take part in 

your community 
newspaper!

Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:
Mike & Cindy Bauman, Evelyn Biesterfeldt
Karol Hoeffler, Joan Kemper, Anonymous

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.

To provide a sustaining financial gift, recurring 
monthly donations in any amount may be arranged at 

wbvobserver.com.

We need your help


